Lymphoid distribution in the migratory gull Larus ridibundus.
We studied the distribution of lymphocytes in the main lymphoid tissues (blood, spleen and thymus) of the gull Larus ridibundus, searching for variations that might depend on the migratory cycle. We also looked for sex- and age-associated differences in lymphoid redistribution. In L. ridibundus, lymphocytes are the most commonly observed leukocyte subpopulation in blood. Moreover, changes in the distribution of lymphocytes in the lymphoid tissue occur, depending on the migratory period. The proportion of these cells in spleen is greater in the post-migratory and pre-migratory periods compared to the non-migratory period. The percentages of circulating lymphocytes are high in the pre-migratory period, but depletion occurs in the post-migratory period. In contrast, the age or the sex of the animals did not confer any major differences on the lymphoid distribution.